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Basic Overview of Voyant

● What is Voyant?
● How to use Voyant? 



Voyant Demo

Sample Corpus of Mississippi Slave Ads:
http://voyant-tools.org/?
corpus=1393265199753.9333
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Mississippi vs Arkansas



Applying Voyant to Runaway Slave Ads

● Uploaded 
advertisements 
from Arkansas 
(1820-1865) and 
Mississippi (1800-
1860)



How to Split a Corpus?
1. A single document of all advertisements
2. Split by time units (in this case, decades) 
3. Split by individual ad (with the help of Dr. 

McDaniel’s walk-through of Regular 
Expressions)

4. Split by geographical location (AR vs MS)

➢ Choice about how to split depends on what 
you want to track/compare.



Entire Arkansas corpus



Arkansas split by decade



Arkansas split by individual ad



Comparison of Arkansas, 1820-1865, and Mississippi, 1800-1860



● Comparing Arkansas, Mississippi, and 
Texas ads for 1837

● Transcribed Telegraph and Texas Register 
ads from the Portal to Texas History

● Limitation of Voyant (for our project)

Applying Voyant to Texas Ads



Comparison of Arkansas, Mississippi, and Texas for 1837



Additional Voyant Tools

http://docs.voyant-tools.org/tools/
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RezVis at Work



● How does 
Voyant compare 
to Mallet? (a 
tool we are all 
familiar with)

● Different 
approaches to 
text analysis

Voyant vs. Topic Modelling



Topic Modelling applied to Arkansas corpus



Questions that Voyant can help us 
answer
● Are runaway trends in Texas different from 

other areas of the U.S. (and if so, how)?
● Visualization of runaway ads
● What changes in terminology occurred over 

time?


