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Google Maps
● Capabilities: import data, create own vector 

layers
● Tutorial Map Example
● Limitations: overcrowding of placemarks, 

maximum of 300 features
● Useful with visualizing special cases

https://mapsengine.google.com/map/edit?mid=zu3p3gFaT--M.kb5PfIAZcI1I
https://mapsengine.google.com/map/edit?mid=zu3p3gFaT--M.kb5PfIAZcI1I


Google Earth



Google Fusion Tables
● Social Explorer
● Runaway slave spreadsheet
● Final Product 

http://www.socialexplorer.com/89AACD3A4F1E4E1/explore
http://www.socialexplorer.com/89AACD3A4F1E4E1/explore
https://www.google.com/fusiontables/DataSource?docid=1fpX37mSIT9Qq_1CXbJ8MFN6tF0ZQoI2qrO1vlPA
https://www.google.com/fusiontables/DataSource?docid=1fpX37mSIT9Qq_1CXbJ8MFN6tF0ZQoI2qrO1vlPA
https://www.google.com/fusiontables/embedviz?q=select+col1%3E%3E1+from+1GuhhftOVhLS86sml_EhWMKG-b1JRZWJItmFAL0k&viz=MAP&h=false&lat=30.2060551967397&lng=-96.08213656250001&t=1&z=7&l=col1%3E%3E1&y=2&tmplt=2&hml=KML
https://www.google.com/fusiontables/embedviz?q=select+col1%3E%3E1+from+1GuhhftOVhLS86sml_EhWMKG-b1JRZWJItmFAL0k&viz=MAP&h=false&lat=30.2060551967397&lng=-96.08213656250001&t=1&z=7&l=col1%3E%3E1&y=2&tmplt=2&hml=KML


Challenges
● Source limitation
● Acquisition of data
● Historical Texas counties KML



Location ambiguity
● Discrepancy between location found and 

location of slave owner (Jerry)
● Run away event happened in Houston, but 

owner from Montgomery (Sarah)
● Non Texas locations 
● Counties not mentioned

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth48116/m1/3/zoom/?q%3D%2520date%253A1841-1841%26zoom%3D5%26lat%3D2255%26lon%3D2673%26layers%3DBT&sa=D&usg=ALhdy2_hpDmBnaqzQd0uGahndIdt0BepFQ
http://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth48116/m1/3/zoom/?q=%20date%3A1841-1841&zoom=5&lat=3360&lon=2449&layers=BT
http://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth48168/m1/3/zoom/?zoom=6&lat=4579.5&lon=889.5&layers=BT
http://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth48168/m1/3/zoom/?zoom=6&lat=4579.5&lon=889.5&layers=BT
http://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth48168/m1/3/zoom/?zoom=6&lat=4579.5&lon=889.5&layers=BT


Historical Questions
● Where are the slaves running from and 

where are they being caught?
● What is the reach of the newspaper?
● Where did slaveholders think their slaves ran 

away?
● Texas vs other states? Rural vs urban?
● Visualization


