Homework #2: Finding Ads in POTH

HIST 318, Dr. McDaniel
Due Wednesday, January 29, 3 p.m.

Introduction

Runaway slave advertisements from nineteenth-century Texas appeared in news-
papers that have been digitized. That is, they have, like all digital representa-
tions of analog sources, been partially digitized. The Portal to Texas History
at the University of North Texas contains full-page images of many nineteenth-
century newspapers, together with metadata about the newspapers themselves
and OCR text for each newspaper page that makes it possible to search for text.

But these newspapers have not been digitized so as to provide metadata
or descriptions at the level of individual articles. That means, to paraphrase
Daniel J. Cohen and Roy Rosenzweig, part of the information visible to the eye
(i.e., information about when a new article or ad begins and ends) has been lost
(or at least not digitized) in the process of the newspaper’s “becoming digital.”

This presents a problem for researchers, like us, who are interested in a
particular kind of article—runaway slave advertisements. In this homework
assignment, you will engage in the practice of digitization by looking through
page images from one year of the Telegraph and Texas Register, identifying
advertisements pertaining to runaway slaves, and inputting some basic metadata
about the ad into the collaborative spreadsheet that you used in Homework #1.
In the process you will also learn to pay attention to the “interface” of a search
database and gather new information about how acts of resistance or flight by
enslaved people were represented in primary sources.

Objectives

1. To gain familiarity with how one major digitization project has decided
to produce and share digital objects.

2. To generate new questions about the kinds of information contained in
runaway slave advertisements and how they changed over time.

3. To help complete a complete database of runaway slave advertistements
found in one of Texas’s longest-running nineteenth-century newspapers.

Before You Begin

This homework assignment will require you to spend time using the Portal to
Texas History, so begin by watching this introductory video about the project:

Also spend some time browsing the site and looking through the help guide
for the site, particularly the one on using newspapers. Think about the site
is organized and what sorts of searching and browsing are possible (or not
possible) with the user interface provided. Run a few searches about something


http://texashistory.unt.edu
http://chnm.gmu.edu/digitalhistory/digitizing/index.php
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/eet02
http://digitalhistory.blogs.rice.edu/2014/01/17/homework-1-the-anatomy-of-an-ad/
http://texashistory.unt.edu
http://texashistory.unt.edu
http://texashistory.unt.edu
http://texashistory.unt.edu/help/guide/
http://texashistory.unt.edu/help/guide/newspapers/

that interests you, and click through on the results. Get a feel for how the site
“works,” spending at least 10 minutes on this before proceeding.

Now head over to this lesson from the Programming Historian website about
downloading records. You’re not actually going to be “programming” for this
assignment or doing any downloading; you should only read the first three major
sections of this lesson: “Applying Our Historical Knowledge,” “The Advanced
Search on OBO,” and “Understanding URL Queries.” These sections give you
a tour through the Old Bailey Online, whose search query interface is broadly
similar to the Portal to Texas History. Pay particular attention to what the
lesson shows you about “query strings.” Then go back to the Portal and run
some more searches, noting how the values in the URL query strings change as
you navigate through the site or run different searches.

Now you are ready to proceed to the homework assignment.

Finding Ads
Step 1: Find Newspaper Issues

Each of you will receive an email from me assigning you a year (or the equiva-
lent number of issues) from the Telegraph and Texas Register that you will be
responsible for reading in search of runaway slave advertisements.

Your first task is to figure out how to perform a search (or modify a search
URL) so as to pull up (in “date ascending” order) all of the issues from the
newspaper in your time period.

Here’s an example of what such a “Search Results” page looks like for the
1843 volume of the Register:

Once you have a page that you believe shows the first page of all the results
from a search for issues of the newspaper in your assigned timeframe, tweet that
URL directly to me @wcaleb with the course hashtag so that I can check the
URL and make sure you have found all the relevant issues. I have to approve
this URL by a reply tweet before you can continue.

Step 2: Find Runaway Ads

Now you will be ready to go into each issue and look for ads. You’ll click through
to the “Read this Newspaper” tab of each issue, and then click on “Zoom (Full
Page)” so that you can magnify the image. Use the arrow pages at the top to
flip through the various pages (or sequences) of the issue. Even though the ads
are most likely to appear on pages 3 and 4, make sure that you at least run your
eyes over every inch of every issue.

This will take time so start early. I recommend that you time how long
it takes you to get through one or two issues following the steps below, so that
you can plan your schedule accordingly.

The ads will come in different formats, and may have very different amounts
of information. Some of the ads will be posted by subscribers who are seeking
to find a slave who has runaway. Other ads will be posted by sheriffs or others
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Date: January 4, 1843

Creator: Cruger & Moore

Description: Weekly newspaper fram Houston, Texas that includes local, state and national news

along with extensive advertising.
Contributing Partner: The Dolph Briscoe Center for American History
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Figure 1: Search Results showing Register issues from 1843

who have captured a slave and are seeking the legal owner. If it looks like a
runaway slave ad to you, or just looks like it has to do with runaway ads (e.g.,
a notice from the newspaper about how to submit a runaway ad, or an item
about the different graphics used in ads), you should go ahead and enter it into
the spreadsheet. Right now we just want to identify items of interest, so better
to cast a wide net than a narrow one!

Once you've found an ad, you’ll need to enter it on the Google spreadsheet
of runaway ads already collected. Be sure to carefully follow these instructions
when you enter:

e Before you start entering, find the appropriate “sheet” by looking at the
tabs at the bottom of the window. Each year has its own “sheet” or tab,
so find the one that belongs to your year.

e As shown in the labels at the top of the sheet, you should list the year,
month (as a number) and day (as a number) of the issue on each row.

e Also include the full citation (which you can copy and paste from the top
of zoomed page at the Portal to Texas History):

e To generate a “permalink” URL that can be copied into the permalink
column, first use the “Zoom” feature to enlarge the ad and center it in
your browser’s viewing window. Make it as large as you can while still
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/ccc?key=0AtSeKg8iSxZrdF9xR21nNXY1Mmh4NFFpSGNPLWp3elE&usp=sharing

Telegraph and Texas Register (Houston, Tex.), Vol. 8, No. 3, Ed. 1, Wednesday, January 4, 1843, Sequence: 1 | The Portal to Texas History e

4 + | @ texashistory.unt.edu /ark: /6753 1/metapth48215/m1/1/zoom. <
Compose Read Later Pin GDocs Catalog Library Clip GBooks ANB DNB OED AHL AHN Census Advising Wiki Scratch Grablinks Marker
Runaway Slave Ads in the Telegraph W Telegraph and Texas Register (Houston, Tex.), Vol. 8, No. 3, Wiki - HRC Interns.

ue PORTAL 10 TEXAS HISTORY J Telegraph and Texas Register (Houston, Tex.), Vol. 8, No. 3, Ed. 1, Wednesday, January 4, 1843 4—__

cite”

& Normal Display

@ Seauence: [ 1

,f Permalink

infoto copy into the “fulf
cell on.spreadsheet.
(5 Print View

Tan, U S, U, Gieorge, dout spesk o coldly, %0 sadiy! & et 1 g o8 s on o Vs | 08 heiny wis VNS o allack Dy WEISh e G Vry st of e,
hase made you very uobappy mlspannll te5, will costan entirs bushel of wheat, | prompily, but was ropul ibdrevr_hia forces—fell
“You hare, Emily, for |frac your union with mefre- | excepain ‘A anemar 40, the smme willeme | b apoh Besar and fausutly prépared or. naredss 1A
o

’ b look of |
, o gaw his
fadle of her

v i:b:y sick?? |a |
he! ite well "

quires sacrifices you are upable cheer/ully to make.
say not—think not so,
oding appearances aro so much sgainst mey

‘my dearest hushand) for ot
ivis
notzo. ‘Since you left me this evening,' she added whilo

it smile strove 10 chase away the gathering tears—
‘since you left me 1 hase had ample time for reflection—

Laealy (b u

crats.
another munel and if the ior weighs an ounce. it
w he

505 & Col, Caklsieof il it G gt
, is herewith trans;

porage
Sates!

dmmx ‘one night that he w aleg of mutton

Mareznaxeme, the greatest mathematician of hisday.

r
T el ey o ie) el i

the Medina, from shich plsce they retrned to Bexar and

disbanded—with the inteation as ‘was understood of ma-

o called the following

ing preparations 1o cooperate with those acting under

th
not sapply.  His requisitions for
stores and small arms was comali

what ocea- | o1 retiospeetion. I have reviewed m; ried and me philoso) ¢ | orders; who had now began 0 assemble on the frontier, s 7 &
e b sagie ity amd my crachy.may mgm.’mde, o chideeh | moraiag tosec him rnuni i in the geeaest disiecof Prepare and anxion topursae o anemy lothe Rio Grane | o5ond e aloce 1o Soutich
shileaking. perverseness 10-nig bt, have caused me the most bitter sel he bad that terrible leg of muuton | de and beyond it if neeessar menls and dmmoion. for them, §
sfement, an- | upbraidiogs. My you never know a pang like. thal ds, | [t is deemed proper to remark here,that Capt. Dawson | brg were issued
g oot Ooric | which shot throagh my bear, whea the thoagit siuck temedy of the faculty failed 1o remove the brave companions were cither slain o captared  |* Wk the co-aperation and assist
me that or of events, might free me from m the gres phiioeghecs mind; ond his ease endeavoring to efecta passage into Col. CaldwelFs |,/ the Bl
E eare, a5 Ha'u., d. ‘poor Charlette, by taking from mé | was-given up as o prmen for Lhe purpose of sasaining biaa during the | i aiaed that the place wil be @
her; ,.m; ﬂ, my husband sad child | [ eannot forgive myseli—but O] | srgson woe i iniodoced t Malsbranche, and b of setion, though no aficial report o the fact has ever been | i3y ouibla o o with the materials
St dearent | oy  sou forgivo mol’ wedical Lretbren, not knowing a eure for his dis-| madoto the dopnriment. It is mentioned beeauss it is un- Of the n
taingbook 1broughi| Forgire you, dearest Emily—I have nothing o fore! I=u ad endeavored to perstads him that he Bad 2 noso | gucasionably true; aad should pot bo omitied.
3 v

ingle again with the
Fry pass,ahe

¢ confined than single
indley, who secmel 10,

atiend parties?
emmgmmmm

give, il you illonly be b
2| 'O, Tam most happy1
ingguch 4 basband | This Misor—bilser ovening has
taught the, thatall the joys of life canaot be crowded into
oae sue, or into anc period: and 1 do thiok I can never
again regret the giddy pleasures of my youth. while in

on—to tepeia apan
—s¢ criiel—so wi
Tae busband bent forward, and imprinted a long ki
o8 the forehead of the suppliant
eyes, beaming with love and

arost blessed I—blessed in hav-

o
ncver agaia be =0 foolish

fact of the presence of the leg of mution.
Malebranche would submit to the o]
stake hizown life on its suecess.

prising. operaior, accompani

X closs his
i
She loaked up, and his | dzediyoer ihe.

reaewed conlidence, gave

e hoso of bis noighbore, but tha he acknowlcdged the
1f, bowerer,
ration, he_wonld
DMalebranche joyfully
e red the enter-

o, earrying

o the delighied patient’ syes tho very moment

Tnusmuch as tho compaiga just ended
proved abo

d wellaigh

or had been atiended with partial success

give efficiency to the sction of tie loops, and as no or-
ganization had been efficted in conformity 1o the orders
of 16th. September, of those norw in the fiek de

he oa of thoe so uch nore precous.  Heneolorth la\vu‘ salpels, sows, teancalar Ticaiures, and all the | of proper o designate some offcer 10 give direction 1o
> ,m" I - . )—inrra ghaalis-olike s—bealing art. - Malebranche was e okt i Ao iugly, under your Exceilcucy's
reslipt ‘::;w e A d:y e instruetions of 3rd Oet., er General A. Somer

being the senioe officer
legitimate command,
Westcrn froner, to select an

lo proce
ble puamm for concen-
mand of, organize aad

he forces, and to t
mustet into service such of them only, as were willing to

give, at thia tim:
. kind or condition.

main at the Aastin asseanl,aord thos

ton have becn for some tizne packe

i place, which has prevaiel

sent in._ So soon

ome will b e i

ure rees
Inid befot

the
ongress fr that braach of ih
emploged o fic the squadron for ser

was confidently expected thatt
the balance sill das from the gover

fust cor

e 0Pt therm. 113 rut the oporator had brought the and chastise the enemy.  Foy thispurpose he wos | the use of our squadron (for which

e Husbands. remack | bes perfect assuronce that all was forgiven, forgonen I |=,.7‘&“ ot b Slosle b Malcbranehs s ol o i e tod &var into thels |00 Bad boen’ despatched) ol
Blsed alloey fiends| Riee e cally chy’ {erriory should the sirengih and coadition of his forco ""',"r;::“,‘f,'n’f:?,m‘:ro‘r‘:r;: I
{0 owe but my- e i e 1

Sl cararen o WAR §0N0 GF TEXIL REPO, 67 TIE SECRETARY OF waR, [t ek o movamet o s ol saleih | ooy ynlimaion ok
fary to make them com-| They come, they come, the rutbless band, AND \um\z s L s wital issued to Post Capt. B.'

e marsery maid since

four happiness;
my dear Emily

25, than tust him 1o the

sald be found.

To enfurce the tyrant’s foul decres,
To desolte this smiling land,

The dwelling of the fair and free:—
Sons of tho West, the Beur has come
OF vietory or matyrdom,

These ficlds, which of our brows bedew’d

though
shonld

Fpaes: o Wan up Musis,
ihiigion, 144 Novemtar,
To His EN-(,,E Sam. Houston,
esident of the Republic »j Teras.
S o—Ina ‘aam wlt‘: your Excelleacy's
paakelian, ast, 1 catered immod

{ions upon the goverament for such supplies of ordoance,
ardnance stores and amimunition as he might require, or
asit mulll fornish.

ia forwarding communications and the i e
sable cuu(lmon ‘of the streams for some weeks pa:

| retarded the movements of the troops and the it

L born

ing, to procsed with the vessels und
out d;lw e upon the enem;
of the List advices from him howe
1ot yet in & state of preparation for
O wing to the fuilura on the part
with her engagemeat, the availabl

Jice of beel—to that no reports have as

e Fetf e rewdiness to maich o the enemys fon- | pous
i e
"I conseqence of the exposed sication of Bexar conn
ty—the tonfusion snd disorder represcnted among the
the civil officer b aundily e
2l e e b R
lllll the f\:l!lll:: afforded the enemy for communication
abesteation s to proveat the dTiviog of 4nla theosh

lu the Rio Grande, orders were issued, according to your

th dusies pertai i T ARl 6
to submit the tok E.,n ..pm of tho uﬂmmulrnunnofmc
same since the lasi oot oF the late
Although the a2 military n;!er'\!mns of the govern-
ment since that have beén limited, aod notwith-
sianiog the varioust ims for u milary scevces bereafre
reodored, as weil fobunties of lan 5 as for sup-
pliss and provisions K ished the troops whils employed
he public £9rviee—, they could not be adjusted with-
o1 e

Till bloom'd the desert with our til,
Shall be in

position of the commundant were §
rs as the vessals required
The
Wharon llecnnscq-l!nll ly still i
liags, where they have been repai
means ara however Wailiog 10 col
their crews and 1o parchase clothiag
which the San. Antoaio wis, o0 th
ed a greond time o the coast
T 3

er
ity did_not so
16 replied, ‘sems gentle-
‘afford. bat very liile, 10

. our bones on every
s wolsia may greet Santa Anna's reign.
Wellshallthe sepirin iraior eara

e cost of such a dreary sway—
Behold yon mmmu_ few but stern,

4 be bad 5l then hel
+floor mpl:ﬂy Becia
b just made the notes

Figure 2: Full Cite Information for the Issue, as seen on Zoomed Page

keeping all of the ad within view. Then click on the “Permalink” button
while zoomed in on the ad.

If you think you recognize the ad as one you have seen before in a previous
issue, identify it as a reprint by placing an asterisk in the final labeled
column. You can use the other blank columns to the right to make any
helpful notes to yourself (for example, by noting the names as a way of
helping you to remember which might be reprints).

Finally, if you go through an entire issue of the paper and find no runaway
ads, make a single row that indicates the date of the issue, and then type “None”
in the “Full Cite” column.

Step 3: Reflect on Findings

After you have finished looking through all of your assigned issues, return to the
JSON gist that you submitted for your first assignment and notice what pieces
of information you found significant about the three ads you looked at then. In
the process of going through your year of newspapers, did you notice
new kinds of information that you had not seen before? Are there
name/value pairs you would add to your JSON if you were doing it
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Figure 3: Permalink button

again? Was there anything about the newspapers (either in the ads
or in the surrounding material) that surprised or interested you?

For the final step in this assignment, leave a comment on this blog post an-
swering at least one of these boldfaced questions. You may use a non-identifying
pseudonym as you make your comment, so long as you let me know which
pseudonym you used.

Summary

To recap, successful completion of this homework requires:

1. A tweet to me, with the course hashtag and the URL to the first page
of search results from Portal to Texas History containing all the available
issues of the Telegraph and Texas Register in your assigned time period.

2. A completed tab in the Google spreadsheet that documents all of the ads
contained in the paper in the time you were assigned.

3. A brief comment reflecting on what you saw in the newspaper.

Points will be deducted from the assignment if the above technical require-
ments are not met or if the work contains numerous typographical errors, as
well as for blog comments that do not seriously engage with the questions asked
and reflect a thoughtful encounter with the newspapers you saw.



As in the first homework assignment, you can always take to Twitter if you
need help, but in keeping with the academic integrity policies for the course, do
not get someone else to do the work for you and be sure to acknowledge any
pointers or technical assistance you received—in this case by noting it in your
blog post comment.


http://digitalhistory.blogs.rice.edu/2014/01/17/academic-integrity-policies/
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